THE   WARS   OF   FREDERICK   THE   GREAT
himself had been from his own feckless father,
Elector George William. The Great Elector had
concerned himself solely with the substance of
power, not at all with its trappings. Frederick's
main interests were centred in pageantry and display.
Hence he concentrated his energies upon securing
the tide and paraphernalia of King. His well-drilled
and finely equipped army of 40,000 men was the
means by which he achieved his purpose. The
Emperor Leopold, whose function it was to confer
honours on members of his Empire, urgently needed
his aid in the War of the Spanish Succession which
began in 1701. In order to secure it he had, though
with extreme unwillingness, to concede the royal
tide. He would not, however, allow the aspiring
Frederick to be a king in Germany: there he
remained merely Margrave and Elector of Branden-
burg. He became 'King in Prussia/ that is of his
dominandy Slavonic province that lay outside the
Empire. The Prussian troops played a creditable if
inconspicuous part under Marlborough at Blenheim,
Ramillies, Oudenarde, and Malplaquet; also under
Prince Eugene at Turin and Cassano. At the con-
clusion of the war, as a little memento, Prussia
received the province of Upper Guelderland, sub-
tracted from die Austrian Netherlands (1715).
At the time of the transfer of Upper Guelderland,
King Frederick I was no more. He had died in
1713, passing on his composite dominions, his king-
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